Notice on Special Immigrant Visa Fraud

Making false statements or purposely submitting documents with incorrect information at any
stage in an application for a U.S. visa, especially for a Special Immigrant Visa (SIV), may have serious
lifelong consequences. Sometimes applicants receive bad advice from a family member, friend,
coworker, or acquaintance telling them that it is no big deal to submit inaccurate documents or make
false statements to a consular officer. Other times, applicants are worried that if they tell the truth to the
consular officer, they will not be issued a visa. But making false statements to a U.S. consular officer,
submitting documents which contain untrue information, or hiding the truth will not help a person be
found eligible for a U.S. visa - instead, it may destroy the applicant’s chance of ever immigrating to the
United States, and in the case of SIV applicants, it may cause him or her to be fired from their job.

What are some of the actions that ruin applicants’ chances for ever being found eligible for a visa?

e Submitting a fraudulent employment or recommendation letter may prevent you from ever being
found eligible for a visa.

e Changing the ages for your children to make them appear younger or older may prevent you
and/or them from ever being found eligible visa

e Submitting a certificate with a false date of marriage may prevent you or your spouse from ever
being found eligible for a visa.

e Pretending that a person is your biological son or daughter may prevent you or them from ever
being found eligible for a visa.

e Lying about your marital status may prevent you from ever being found eligible for a visa.

Under U.S. law, the consequences for making a false statement or presenting a false document in
connection with a visa application are very serious. Applicants can permanently ruin their opportunity
to immigrate. Applicants also risk being found permanently ineligible for human smuggling if they
make false statements or submit false documents on behalf of another person. If an applicant works for
the U.S. government or military and commits such actions, he or she may be terminated from their
employment. A lawful permanent resident who has engaged in misrepresentation or human smuggling
may be subject to deportation proceedings. When an applicant commits fraud, it can impact their entire
family, because if they are ineligible for a visa, none of their derivative family members can be issued
visas. These consequences are serious, permanent, and lifelong. Applicants may avoid these
consequences by stating the truth to a consular officer during the interview. It is always better to be
honest with the consular officer so we can figure out how to help.

Many applicants commit fraud because they are unaware of other options for immigrating to the
United States. For example, if an applicant gets married after he or she immigrates to the United States
and becomes a lawful permanent resident, the applicant may petition for their spouse to immigrate. If an
applicant has children over 21 years old and they cannot be included on the family’s current application.
But once the applicant immigrates, he or she may petition for unmarried adult children. If an applicant
eventually becomes a U.S. citizen, he or she can petition for siblings and married sons and daughters.
There are many different paths to immigrate to the United States, but committing visa fraud is not the
way.

The bottom line is this. Never lie or provide false documents to a U.S. consular officer.
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